
He put a message in the group chat informing us that Nu Sigma was going to do a 
cleanup in the city. That night, I was thinking about ways to make a positive impact 
because this country is basically in shambles right now. The pandemic had already 
impacted the world. Millions lost their jobs and filed for unemployment. We have a 
clown as president of the United States. White supremacists killing us while we are 
jogging. Cops using excessive force (for no reason at all) and killing a man that is 
literally saying, “I can’t breathe.” Peaceful protests turn into violence. Rioters and 
looters are damaging things, most importantly essential resources like grocery 
stores. I felt like I had to do something. I told Rashon I was going to be there 
tomorrow morning. I went to bed. Woke up around 5:30am with the mindset of 
making an impact. 

I pulled up to 52nd Street in West Philly. I met up with my 
frat brothers and we went to work. The establishments at 
52nd & Market were all damaged. Almost every store was 
looted. The streets were filled with volunteers cleaning up. 
As we were cleaning up, we talked to each other. We were 
frustrated. We did not understand why we would destroy 
our communities. Or why would we let outsiders damage 
it. The sidewalks were filled with glass. Water was coming 
out of stores because the emergency sprinklers came on. 
Some people, who worked at these stores, are now 
jobless. A bookstore stand had bullet holes inside. We 
received a message that a shopping center up the street 
was looted as well. 

We pulled up to 52nd & Parkside shopping center. I saw 
someone stole a Lowe’s truck and rode around with it. We 
saw some people looting and asked them why? One of 

52nd Street
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The murder of George Floyd sparked outraged across the United States. Institutional 
racism is still occurring in this country. We, the black community, were tired of our 
people being murdered by crooked police and white supremacists. These recent 
events proved to the world that enough is enough.

The aftermath included protests in almost every U.S. city. But, there were actions 
filled with anger and frustrations. Even police were engaging protesters with 
violence. It made things worse. Protesters took out their anger and started riots. 
They damaged business establishments and looted them by stealing items. Not only 
were black people looting their own neighborhood, random white people came in 

and did the same thing. And guess what, the media 
fully blamed the black community for the riots and 
looting. Calling them thugs and animals, but the 
opposition are the real thugs and animals.  I strongly 
believe violence does not solve anything. Rioting, 
looting, and damaging essential resources is a 
detriment to the health of black communities. Even 
though I disagree with these actions, I understand 
the frustration.

On Sunday night, May 31st, I received a message on 
my phone. This message came from Rashon 
Howard. Rashon is a fraternity brother of mine. We 
are members of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity 
Incorporated. Rashon is the president of Nu Sigma, 
the Philadelphia graduate chapter in the fraternity. 

them said, “They killed a black man.”  Another person said, “Honestly I don’t have 
nothing so I need this.” I could not be mad at them. I had to remind myself that 
people are in poverty. They are trying to survive. 

We started to clean up the sidewalks. A little 
boy came up on the sidewalk and peeped in 
one of the looted stores. I approached him to 
question him until he said, ”My mom told me 
to help.” At that point, he joined us and 
cleaned the whole sidewalk. A representative 
from Lowe’s gave us more supplies to clean up 
the shopping center. The next objective was 
cleaning up the Shoprite as much as we could.

Shoprite looked horrible inside and outside. 
We had to clean out the sidewalk and throw 
everything in trash bags. Inside the store, we 
had to create piles of foods & products that 

were on the floor. All the machines were damaged with all money. The older people 
were heated because this shoprite was important. One of them said, “How am I 
going to get my medicine or groceries.” The shopping center had a Shoprite, 
Lowe's, Wells Fargo bank, and a dental office. All of those essential resources were 
looted. The media came to take photos and interviews. The police commissioner 
and city mayor came to do speeches. There were arguments and disagreements 
about looting. Someone said, “if we weren't being killed on the street, none of this 
would have happened.” Another person said, “Destroying our communities is not 
the right thing to do.”

This experience of cleaning 52nd Street was life-changing. It made us realize how 
essential resources are valuable to our communities. The violence is separating us 
as people. Destroying our own communities is taking us five steps. There should be 
no reason why random white people (outsiders) should come in and damage 
resources. I do not want to see the city of Philadelphia turn into a war zone. This is 
the city where I work with students especially those who need extra support at 
Harrity Upper. This is a city where I coach and mentor student-athletes through 
Philadelphia Youth Basketball. I am a firm believer in Culture for Service and Service 
for Humanity. The continuous injustice and institutional racism started everything. 
So, let’s shift our focus to ending it!!!
 
 

Will There Ever Be?
Torre Harrison

Will there ever be a day where black fathers won’t 
have to fear for their son’s life driving; not in fear of 
an accident but fear of dying from the hands of a 

White Police Officer?

Will there ever be a day where my son will not be 
judged because of the color of his skin before he 

even opens his mouth?

Will there ever be a day where our kids get the same 
educational opportunities and resources as their 
white counterparts without having to be athletes?

Will there ever be a day where our kids are just 
treated EQUAL? 

Will there ever be a day we are ALL COLOR BLIND? 
Will there ever be? 
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